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Our return to school last week, saw students and pupils adapting well to significant 
changes. These included the removal of bubbles, year groups no longer working in 
separate defined buildings and the removal of some of the staggered lesson times. 
We were proud of how well our students and pupils adjusted to their altered routines 
and settled into the new term. 

We will continue to work with Public Health England (East Riding) to monitor the situation within our geographical locality 

and intend to keep all decisions under review during this period, including reintroducing measures if necessary should 

we see a rise in cases. In the interim, I would like to once again thank our parents for supporting our voluntary testing 

programme and especially those colleagues, parents and volunteers who ran our testing centre on site; their commitment 

to our school has helped to keep our community safe. The creation of a testing system from scratch, plus the centre itself, is 

a true credit to all involved. 

Lessons this week have felt fabulous. School feels calm and I am thoroughly enjoying having the opportunity to spend time 

in different subjects sharing the joy of learning with our children. Our Year 7s seem to be settling in well and I have enjoyed 

many conversations about the start of secondary school and their many really positive experiences of the first few days, as 

they make new friends and start to navigate their way around all of the many specialist facilities. 

Soon we will be publishing our Holistic Education offer for our children. We continue to take precautions within the current 

climate but, like our children, I’m so very keen to address the reduction in opportunities throughout lockdown and to do 

our very best to widen choice quickly. In addition, as nearly all of these clubs will run on a Wednesday, we have also added 

additional bus services, meaning children can leave at 3pm or 4pm on this day. This gives all our children the opportunity to 

attend a period six enrichment lesson.

Executive  
Headteacher’s Welcome

Cont. Over
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Mr Davies will be leading on enrichment with Mr Trevaskiss. I do hope that as 

the offer is launched, and opportunities arise across the academic year, your 

child will opt to participate and widen their experiences beyond the formal 

curriculum to try something new. We believe, as a school, these opportunities 

are not only exciting but really do provide a unique opportunity for our 

children. 

We will also be looking, as part of our wider partnership, to develop further 

links with charitable organisations and businesses – so please, as a parent, if 

you are part of a charity or your employer would like to partner our school, to 

provide work placements, support the Peter Jones Academy with new business 

projects or challenges, to help fund-raise to make a difference – then please 

do email our reception.

In the next few months our new library will also open alongside our new Sixth 

Form Centre. With the huge donations from parents and our community our 

library will be a truly exciting place to learn. If you do have any books you 

would like to donate, then please leave them at our reception - they will be 

grateful received and read by many. 

Finally, our ‘Friends of Woldgate School’ are planning events this year for 

parents, and we are looking for volunteers who are willing to give their time 

and energies to provide our children with unique opportunities beyond the 

formal curriculum through fundraising. The commitment is ten hours per 

term and, working alongside a senior colleague from the school, we will work 

to create some fantastic events for parents and families whilst at the same 

time, seek to support our enrichment programme. Please do contact office@

woldgate.net if you’re interested

Do have a great weekend.

Mr J Britton 
Executive Headteacher

Key Dates

Autumn Term 2021

Wednesday 8 September –  
Friday 22 October

Monday 1 November –  
Friday 17 December

Spring Term 2022

Tuesday 4 January –  
Thursday 17 February

Monday 28 February –  
Friday 8 April

Summer Term 2022

Monday 25 April –  
Friday 27 May

Bank Holiday –  
Monday 2 May

Monday 6 June –  
Friday 22 July

Staff Training Days

Thursday 14 October 2021

Friday 18 February 2022

Monday 25 July 2022
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Ms Minton writes:

Lower School

Cont. Over

The Great Woldgate Bake Off is back!
The Year 6 Great Woldgate Bake Off 
was another resounding success this 
year with our Year 6 pupils relishing 
the challenge over the last few 
months! As you can see, the entries 
truly were incredible. Thank you so 
much for all your hard work Year 7; 
you put my baking skills to shame! 

I am pleased to announce our very worthy winner, 

Izzy, for her highly creative toad stool creation. 

We hope you enjoy your rainbow cake baking set 

Izzy and that you will display your Great Woldgate 

Bake Off wooden spoon with pride! A huge 

congratulations from us all!

Izzy - Our Bake Off Winner

See some more 
stunning Bake Off 
entries over the next 
two pages
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Our first week back!

Feedback from staff this week has been overwhelmingly 

positive when discussing Lower School lessons and, from 

my visits to lesson, I completely agree. Pupils have certainly 

reflected our value of Great Character this week in the 

resilience they have shown in the face of new routines and 

new classroom environments. I would encourage parents 

to log on to their child’s ClassCharts accounts. There you 

will find an overview of your child’s attitude to learning this 

week including any merits that they may have received, as 

well as Home Learning tasks. ClassCharts is an invaluable 

tool for communication between school and home and I 

would appreciate your support in checking this daily. For 

Year 7 parents, login details for ClassCharts have been sent 

home in a letter with your child. Please contact our Care 

and Achievement Coordinators for Lower School, Mrs Clark 

and Mrs Carlill, if you have any issues with ClassCharts. A 

massive well done to Lower School this week for all your 

hard work!

Ms A Minton 
Head of Lower School
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Mrs Atkinson writes:

As a school that places great value on the holistic education of 
our young people, We’d like to invite you to celebrate with us an 

outstanding Year 11 pupil — Ella. 

Ella is a modest young person and I am grateful to Ella’s parents who have agreed for us to 

share her remarkable story with you. How quickly time flies! In Year 7, Ella wrote a piece for 

our newsletter where she introduced her love of triathlons. The story that follows, reveals how 

her commitment, resilience and her love of sport enabled her to get from this point of initial 

interest to representing Yorkshire and England in the British Schools Games in Loughborough! 

We are very proud of you, Ella, and we look forward to seeing you one day in the Olympics. 

Dreams can come true with hard work – just look at Emma Radacunu – the 18 year old British 

Tennis Champion! 

Hi I’m Ella from Year 7. On Sunday I took part in my first race of the season, Leeds Aquathon. 

It was a really hot day and I surprised myself, coming 3rd out of the pool and had a great 

run. I have been injured over the winter, so I am really pleased with myself. This year, I have 

moved up into the 13–14 age group (I’m only 12!) I have lots more pool and open water 

triathlons and aquathons to take part in over the summer, I really enjoy the training and the 

taking part. I swim for Pocklington Dolphins 4 nights a week and attend Clifton Cycle Club 

twice a week.

Fast-forward to four years later where her dedication and hard work has taken her to the UK School Games! Ella had a 

brilliant summer, training and racing in Triathlons. She competed in several events around the UK and due to her hard work 

and success, she was then one of four youths – two boys and two girls – who were chosen to represent Yorkshire and 

England in the British Schools Games in Loughborough. This is being described as a mini Olympics!

Ella spent four days at Loughborough University, attending an opening ceremony and training each day in all three 

disciplines: swim, bike and run. Ella then competed in five races: 2xAquathlon, 2xCycling and this was then followed by the 

big race — ‘Mixed Team Relay!’

Having gained incredible experience in racing at such a high level, Ella returned home with fresh inspiration to keep training 

hard. Her next race in on Saturday 25th September. We wish her all the very best of luck! We’re rooting for you Ella!

Mrs I Atkinson: Head of Upper School

Upper 
School

Ella - No. 11
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The Woldgate 
Learning Cycle

Mrs Nicholls writes:

Last week I introduced our six-part learning cycle and I hope that it 
provided you with a conversation starter to find out a little bit more 

about the learning that your child has been experiencing. In this issue, 
I’d like to explore the first stage of our learning cycle with you in a little more detail, 
in the hope of giving you a further insight into what goes on in our classrooms every 
day.

The ‘prepare’ section of our learning cycle is vital in providing the ultimate learning environment. Pupils are welcomed into 

their classrooms by their teachers and encouraged to get organised ready to learn. This includes getting out their planners, 

resources and equipment ensuring that no minute of learning is lost. A prepare for learning task is ready and waiting for 

them as they arrive to ensure they have a calm, focussed and purposeful start. 

Our prepare activities focus on retrieval practice. The impact of retrieval practice is supported by vast amounts of research 

and welcomed by educators as part of their daily teaching practice. It refers to the act of recalling learned information from 

memory, and every time that information is retrieved, or an answer is generated, it reinforces that original memory to make 

it stronger. Or as I put it to my pupils: “use it or lose it.”

To give you an example, I have been using a retrieval practice ‘prepare’ idea in my Year 7 and Year 13 lessons. It is a simple 

concept of “brain dumping.” I give pupils a set amount of time to recall information about a specific topic. They must 

simply right down what is in their heads - basically brain dump it! They can draw a diagram, write key words, sentences, 

paragraphs…absolutely anything! Just retrieve the information and see what the outcome is. Two year groups at opposite 

ends of the school participated in this activity this week but the outcome was very similar; it provided an overview of prior 

learning for both teacher and pupils. By asking them to recall what they remembered about a topic, we highlighted areas of 

strengths (things they had remembered) and areas in which further teaching could support learning further. Ed in my Year 

13 class openly admitted that he had two areas of Sports Psychology confused but by the end of the retrieval 

practice was able to correct the misunderstandings and address those concerns through wider reading and Cont. Over
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exam question practice. Aimee, in the same class, was able to demonstrate a sound understanding of personality, self-

efficacy, group dynamics and leadership but identified that she needs further support in other topics such as attitudes and 

attribution theory. These are areas that I will now be able to prioritise in future planning and give her direction for her own 

independent study. 

Some pupils struggle to retrieve the information. It may sound surprising to hear that I welcome the struggle, because 

the struggle and the challenge helps further recall in retrieval 

practice. Through carefully designed support, these ‘prepare’ 

activities help pupils use their memories and shape their 

understanding moving forward; by reviewing and 

revisiting prior knowledge and concepts, they 

cement the information in the long-term memory.

Ask your child what previous topics they 

focussed on in their prepare activities this 

week, followed by a simple question: tell 

me what you learnt in that topic? Another 

method is to get them to jot down what 

they remember. These are both simple 

retrieval strategies that have a big impact: 

powerful learning. 

Mrs C Nicholls 
Head of Teaching and Practitioner 
Development

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 252 September 2021 Page 9@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 252 September 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Mr Charlton writes:

An incredibly busy week in Sixth Form has seen twelve Year 13 
Lunchtime Prefects begin their duties, supporting staff across the school 

Site. They have adapted to their roles with dexterity and their presence is 
much appreciated by students who enjoy  a calm and orderly lunchtime. Fifteen Year 
12 Lunchtime Prefect applications have also been received with successful students 
beginning their duties at the end of the week. It is great to see so many students giving 
back to the school community and making the most of this leadership opportunity.

Sixth 
Form

Year 12 students have settled into their studies well, and 

have received an introduction to the additional qualifications 

they can choose to study this year; the EPQ and Level 3 

Cambridge Technical in IT. Students will have this added to 

their timetable next week and will complete the qualification 

over the course of the year. This is a fantastic way to stand 

out from other candidates when applying to university, for 

an apprenticeship or job.

We are hosting our annual ‘Welcome to Sixth Form’ event 

for Year 12 students and their families on Wednesday 22nd 

September in the main hall, with talks beginning at 5pm, 

5.45pm and 6.30pm. A letter has been sent home with 

students and electronically —please contact the Sixth Form 

if this hasn’t been received yet.

Year 13 have made a seamless return to their final year 

of study with us. Progress continues to be made on 

UCAS applications and planning for other progression 

opportunities. A number of students have submitted Senior 

Prefect and Head Boy and Girl application this week, for 

these sought-after leadership positions. Interviews will take 

place next week with an announcement to follow shortly 

afterwards. I must comment on how impressive these 

applications have been and look forward to interviewing 

candidates next week.

Best wishes,

Mr M Charlton 

Head of Sixth Form
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Literacy Matters
This week, we are delighted to share that we began our Form Tutor reading 
programme! Form tutors in Lower School read to their Form for 20 minutes and then 
pupils read independently for 20 minutes.

Research for the UKLA (United Kingdom Literacy Association) examined how teachers could enhance children’s reading for 

pleasure. The activities included: marked improvements in reading environments, read aloud programmes, book talk and 

book recommendations and the provision of quality time for independent reading. 

We believe that the Form Tutor reading programme will provide our pupils with 

the following benefits:

• They will enjoy more difficult texts.

• They will see positive reading behaviours modelled and articulated.

• They will learn effective comprehension strategies.

• They will expand their vocabulary and foster language growth.

• They will learn about story organisation.

• They will partake in active learning through discussion of text.

The journey of a 

lifetime starts with 

the turning of a 

page!

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 252 September 2021 Page 11@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 252 September 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Our Current Class Reader:

Year 7 and 8: Form time class reader
The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave

Interest age: 10-13

Reading age: 10+

Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella Riosse dreams of the faraway lands 

her father once mapped. When her closest friend disappears into the island’s 

Forgotten Territories, she volunteers to guide the search.

Following her map, her heart and an ancient myth, Isabella discovers the true 

end of her journey: to save the island itself. For beneath the dry rivers and smoky 

mountains, a fiery legend is stirring from its sleep…

The Girl of Ink and Stars is a stunning debut, full of myth, magic and mapmaking. 

Hargrave has created an utterly original world, complete with political intrigue 

and fascinating myths and beliefs.

Isabella is a fantastic heroine: brave, loyal and curious. At the heart of the adventure is the wonderful and authentic 

friendship between her and her missing friend, Lupe.

Winner of the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize 2017.

Year 9: Form time class reader
Touching the Void by Joe Simpson

Interest age: 12+

Reading age: 12+

Touching the Void is the heart-stopping account of Joe Simpson’s terrifying 

adventure in the Peruvian Andes. He and his climbing partner, Simon, reached 

the summit of the remote Siula Grande in June 1995. A few days later, Simon 

staggered into Base Camp, exhausted and frost-bitten, with news that Joe was 

dead.

What happened to Joe, and how the pair dealt with the psychological traumas 

that resulted when Simon was forced into the appalling decision to cut the rope, 

makes not only an epic of survival but a compelling testament of friendship.
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Flu Vaccinations
Messages were sent home this week regarding nasal Flu vaccines for Year 7–11 children.

If you would like your child to receive the nasal flu vaccine in school, please follow the link below to complete an online 

consent form. Annual flu vaccinations are available this year to all pupils in year groups 7 up to Year 11.

https://www.nhsimms.uk/FLU/information?Id=143588&Type=FLU

The vaccinations will take place at school on 08/11/2021. The link will close on 24/10/2021. If your child has already had the 

Nasal Flu vaccine since September 2021 please disregard this message. 

If you have any problems accessing the link, or would prefer to provide consent via the telephone, please contact the 

immunisation team on 0333 358 3397 option 2 then option 1.

This link is also available to view on ClassCharts. 

Notices

Photos
The school photographer will be in school on Tuesday where she will be taking photographs of registration classes and 

individuals. 

Please can Sixth Form students wear smart casual clothing and all pupils wear normal school uniform – shirt, tie, blazer and 

skirt/trousers. 

Many thanks.
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STARS at 

Woldgate!
Mr Barrett writes:
As we begin a new academic year, I 
wanted to take this opportunity to 
remind you of the evolving provision 
that we have at Woldgate to help 
our pupils and students be ready for 
the outside world. In this edition, 
I want to share with you general 
information about our provision, and 
in subsequent issues I will share with 
you more specific details about the 
different aspects.

What is ‘STARS’?

Our STARS programme is part of the holistic 

education that we provide pupils and students 

with at Woldgate. We have developed, and are 

continually evolving, an exciting programme 

to help support pupils’ and students’ personal 

development as they progress through the school. 

The programme covers topics around mental 

health, wellbeing, sexual health and relationships, 

Citizenship and British Values.

Our Careers programme is also part of our 

STARS provision. We continue to work closely 

with the Careers and Enterprise Company, as 

well as our business partner, Rollits. In addition 

to this, we are also excited to be working with 

the newly launched Hull and East Riding Careers 

Hub. Through our Careers Programme and other 

enrichment work, pupils and students in all years 

receive careers information, advice, and guidance 

in a variety of forms.

Careers Fair
On the evening of Wednesday 29th of 
September, we are hoping to host our annual 
Careers Fair once again for pupils in Year 11. 
Pupils will receive an invitation letter shortly. 
There will be a range of Further Education 
and Higher Education providers, as well 
as representatives from various sectors of 
employment. 

We’re really looking forward to this exciting, and 
informative, event!

Value our community, individual liberty and show mutual 
respect and tolerance.

To do this we will:

 Always be honest and fair.

 Show respect to others by the way we speak to each other and present ourselves.

 Value our School, the Dining Room, classrooms, displays, equipment and our facilities.

 Develop the knowledge, skills and conviction to play an effective role in our local, national and   

 global communities.
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Of great Character.
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Of great Merit.

Know our personal and academic targets, support others with 
their learning and stay on task to maximise our progress.

To do this we will:

 Bring the correct equipment to lessons, including our planner.

 Arrive on time for lessons.

 Know our targets for each subject and understand what we need to do to improve.

 Access impartial advice and careers guidance to help us make informed decisions, develop our   

 ambitions and aspirations, plan our future, and prepare ourselves for the world of work.

A
APPEARANCE

Of great Value.

Always wear the correct uniform and take pride in our 
appearance.

To do this we will:

 Take pride in our uniform and ensure we always look smart and professional.

 Wear the correct uniform at all times.

 Be ambassadors, by wearing our uniform with pride, in and outside of school.

 Take pride in our personal identity, culture and history, value ourselves and celebrate our    

 achievements, developing our own self-confidence and self-esteem.

 

R
RESPONSIBILITY

Of great Character.

Respect the rule of law and take responsibility for our own 
behaviour and learning.

To do this we will:

 Concentrate, listen to the teacher and one another; follow instructions and work hard.

 Do our homework quickly and return it on time.

 Ask for help if we don’t know what to do.

 Develop our spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, physical and financial awareness, in order to   

 understand our society and help us prepare for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences  

 that await us in later life.

S
SAFETY
Of great Value.

Be safe, sensible and mature. Never seek to cause another 
harm through our words or actions. 

To do this we will:

 Always treat others as we would like to be treated ourselves.

 Never swear, hit or bully anyone or use offensive language.

 Be considerate to members of our wider community, as well as safe and sensible, 

 whilst travelling to and from school.

 Develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to keep ourselves healthy and safe, and   

 prepare ourselves for life and work in modern Britain.
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, 

character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and 

achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils 

understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and 

a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 5,382

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

555VALUE 190

CHARACTER 706

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute 

to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

1,453 1,345

1,640

1,3001,275
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Freya Evans

Year 8:  Fin Walker

Year 9:  Katie Woodhouse

Year 10: Owen Atkinson

Year 11: Charlie Nixon

Year 12: Sydney Donockley-Brabent

Year 13: Ffion Jones

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7:  George Dale

Year 8:  Charles Roxby

Year 9:  Samuel Kelly

Year 10: Maisie Boyne

Year 11: Charlotte Anderson

Year 12: Ewan Bishop

Year 13: Chloe Afford

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Alfie Horsley

Year 8:  Oliver Mattinson

Year 9:  Eve Donarski

Year 10: Jennifer Aguirre Hernandez

Year 11: Harry Smart

Year 12: Caleb Oliver

Year 13: Flo Fitzpatrick

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look 

at your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of 

these values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement 

Coordinators

Year 7

Mrs S Clark

07790 987139

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 10

Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Year 8

Mrs A Carlill

07980 702715

acarlill@woldgate.net

Year 11

Mrs H Cross

07790 987142

hcross@woldgate.net

Year 9

Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Sixth Form

Mrs R Bourne

07790 987009

rbourne@woldgate.net
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